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I have 

I have b e  

September 7 ,  1894. 

fished in t h l s  p l m e  a l l  my 

n f ishjne here all of 35 y e  

There-were a nwnber here bef'ore t h a t ,  

was not carried on very extendvely .  

been f i8hing for myself' for 35 years. 

life. 

m .  

but i t  

I have 
_I 

2, In 

1860 there w e r e  as man? m i l  boats 88  now, I 

think. A t  Ooderich there used to b e  a s  hleh 

ZWI 25 boat8 at  a t l m e ,  and I have known them 

t o  be that many here. There mula not be 8s 

many boats 35 years a@. A t  that tim8 there 

was a good market far f i s h ,  Fish were high- 

er  at that tine than T have ever seen them; 

that is, Salt f i s h .  We ursad to  milt them at 

that time, as there 1~88 no way of transport- 

ine  them. The railroad, I think, cam here 
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in 1873 or 1874. I nsed t o  ship f f s h  t o  God- 

erich by boat before t h a t ,  and from t he re  

they went t o  Buffalo.  Bnffalo has had the 

fish from t h i s  regSon ever  s ince  f know of. 

Take t h e  l ake  between Kincardine and Cape 
[ 6 + *  

Hurd, t h e  pr inc ipa l  fishery has been g i l l  

net 8 and se ines ,  but s e i n e s  a r e  a l l  done 

away with nor. I do not know mch about 

- - -  

’pound net f i s h i n g a n d  never did anything at 

i t ,  It hrts never been Carrie& on around 

here, I think t h e r e  was one put i n  and it 

was a f d l u r e ,  md t h e r e  he8 been none s ince.  

I have never heam3 of fyke nets around here. 

There is no ccnnmeraial hook en& line f i s h i n g ,  

They fish t i  l i t t l e  j i ist  t o  eat ,  but you C a n -  

not ca tch  anything t o  amount t o  mvthlne. 

The fishermen a8 8 emera1 thing, when they 

lay np, j u s t  qu i t  al together,  The fish e r e  5‘ 

not h e r e  to  be cmcht in the winter .  The 
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seines were used on t h e  Sable beach up here 
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until  the last 2 yeers. I recollect of 

would se ine  in the s a m e  p l ~ . c s s  for b o t h  her- 

and 2 1/2 in the bunt, and in the vjl-ies it 

mieht b e  5 inchea. All the  s m R 1 1  he?ring 

would go rlcht t h r o v m  t h e  wings. Thsy m k e  

it so t h e y  w i l l ,  as they wmild b e  no m e  t o  

them. The Indians used t o  nave seines at 

the Fishing Islands. The IMians aovld  

cstch fish t o  s e l l .  They 8re just VIRkirq 8 

l ivjnfi;  ont of i t .  f hRve 8een l o t s  of the 

Whitefish that they took' from the selnes. 

They woiild t a k e  80me s m e r l l  o n w .  X bo not 

thlnk t h e  seiriing iiicl'the nl.:f'tsfish any good. 
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They have had t n g s  here for quite a nixnber 

of ye81-8, about 7 years I think. There are 

5 t u g s  f i sh ing  out of here. There has Seen 

v 
P 

5 t u g s  out of here for the last 2 y e w a ,  and 

bePore that I t h i n k  there was only one. Up 

t o  3 years ago there was only one tue. There 

is no o the r  place where tugs bel0113 Setreen 

Kincardine and Cap8 IiUl*8. Befars that time 

the fishing was by s a i l  boats. T h e  sail. 

boats are getting less a l l  t b c  time, They 

are gett ing .to using tugs. T!iu fishing is 

getting so far away that it is impossible 

for tfie sail boats $ 0  reaoh t!iem. "tiere M '  

were more #!til boats 15 years ngo than there 

are nor, and more than them w e r e  in the be- 

ginning. That i a  the lime when there was 

ab012t t h e  g r e a u s t  number of sa i l  boats. 

They increased up to tha t  time and they  have 

eone down since. Xost of the tugs Selong t o  

the Buffalo Company, There were at l eas t  13 



5 

I .  

that. eye here nor d.o net fish here in the 

s t m r .  T!iere were only 5 boets f ished here 

t h i s  simmer. Tltere h e s  never been 8s many 
> 

RS 20 b m t s  f i ~ h e d  hers. They t7oed t o  come 

hers about Jlme m.4 Jdlp. I have fleer\ a8 

hfyh RS 3.5 boats  hers at on%a. They used to 

come here t9e.t. we$ fm. oltien times, hnt now 

over far t h e  PlshinP' hoatg ,  and then there 

are Rot the boets t o  move arotint! that  there 

iweA t o  be. A lo t  of those men w ! ~  h?& sa i l  

5 1/2 n e t ,  m A  2 1/2-inch n e t s  fer hmring. 

The trout net is 5 1/2, but T have neea a8 

hiEh 8s fi-inch. The khftefiah net  3 8  the 

principal one thftt f e  tisetl. They  re uftF3a 

rJcht np urtil ncnr l%mn abatit A p r i l .  They 

b w i n  t a  nse them as soon eb the ice is out 

and-f fsh  them up m t f l  ahoiit the first of 



September, They Bo not tine them at e.U af- 9 ,  
ter that, 88 they are not strar_L: enough. 

The twine is too f ine  and tt.ieFwi11 not 

stand i t  i n  the f a l l .  The twine f en1 using 

UI 

2 4 ,  

now is the No.30, and the  tr9.ne I use i n  the 

s m e r  is 80.50 and a. You have to !lave a 

stronfler and coarser t r i n e  dvrjne; t h e  stormy 

P 

weather. They w j l l  irse &ont IC, n e t s  t o  a 

gane and have 4 Gangs. Pomet i m e s  t%em w i l l  

be ha l f  of them aahore. There @?e sa many 

of them t o  handle yon mnnot take them a l l  

out  at once; you have , ~ t  t o  ksep hrincjne; 

them in  and takin9 them ont. They fsneraI3.y 

keep 3 i n  the rm ter and 'on2 eshore. The 

tugs ti86 about 36 nets  to fl an& they 

hare 5 mngs. They hare 1 eane; ashore lprd 4 

i n  the rater.  The l e n f l h  of the whitefish 

nets ,  the'net  ne generally use, ip t h e  X'o.50. 

The tug8 have 100 1ehds and 9 feet apart;. 

The m i l  boats trse &ant 85 l eaas  rad they 



snd I htwe fieen them e t c h  them in September, 

'o*.zt POW we d o  ro t  c ? t C h  tl?m u n t i l  t he  first 

of Novsmber t o  m y  mount.. 1 never. bother 
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@ vemhsr. The  he r r ing  .groinxis a r e  Just  around 

& r  ' ti13 insidle of the islrrds. You cnn catoh 
d" 

them in 10 01- 15 rathains of weter i n  the 

of i t  between Chliefs Toint and x p  Cs far as 

f e r  n o r t h  a8 Greenwich and t'?lc;s from iieor- 
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y e w s .  The 8~111 b m t e  f i s h  o n t  nbout 20 or 

25 miles emeralZ:r. We have gone RS far as 

45 m i l e s ,  biit s i n c e  t i v p  sterted we h&e 

quit it The sm il bozt f i s c in f :  ia mainly 
i 

between Southampton ~ n t 3  Cape H.r.rircI, FinU if 

they fi ah far nort!i toward Cepe b\ml, tney 

hnve R temporary station ffiFther nor th .  We 

used to 50 ovt 20 miles in the smmer, but 

do not eo out so Per in t h e  fell. We use a 

fi 1/2-inc13 mes l :  on the mcks in a ~ u t  u or 
15 fathorns. Would ?am them e.s fer up as 

Graenwich. 

t i l=  f i s h  ir, ; i bo i~ t  t h o  m m e  places REI the 

sa i l  boet s .  

shnllo'~~ mter alone the  &ore, and the 4 1/2- 

in& mesh in tlis deep water. The fish J[n 

tlia deep water are a different  fish rsltogeth- 

er. 

any l a rger .  Those ffs?i we c r t t e ? ~  in the 5 

The t u p  118e S 1/2-indi mesh an8 

The 5 1/3,-in& me& I s  w e d  in 

They are a smaller f ish Etnd never grow 



er mm’n at a U .  There is onl: R c z r t a i n  

t i m e  of ‘year we Zet  those fish. Ve 

9811. They a m  E differert .vecies of f i s h .  

I can pick you 2 or 3 dif‘rerer-t k inds  of 

ence in t!iejr shape. T h d  seImon t r o u t  we 

c ~ t c h  now ere b l a c k  a?.B t h e  o t h e r s  a m  spot- 

ted. .  The m a l l  fish mnge from 2 i/2 to 3 
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1er depth ir; t c e  spring and 30 dei'tii in the  

ert,g:e of t h e  r e a f n  e l l  the season. They w i l l  

f i f t h  there ?mt. i l  the las t  of %hi8  month. - 
T h e r e  e r e  "em Pew rt?itePish to b e  h?d. We 

Tot them out in t h e  m i d c i i e  o,P $ire I&!&, but 

seeson, on6 then re conld n o t  fish for them. 

T h e  Whitefish ~ r 6  not 1/4 of t!ie ae t ch  of 



~ ~ t c i l .  I q?less the  h iT :ges t  lift thet was 
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